PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE
demanded, that they contained no explosives.
The extortion of bak$hee$h9 if not abolished, is
no longer officially countenanced. These and
many other vexatious obstacles to commerce
were removed by the proclamation of the Con-
stitution, The reforms which called for Mr.
Crawford's attention were rather in the direction
of improved organisation of the customs service
and the revision of a tariff not only bristling
with anomalies, but wholly inadequate to meet
the need of increased revenue. Foreign mer-
chants had long clamoured for the establishment
of bonded warehouses. To Turkey's proposal
to raise the existing 11 per cent, import duty on
various classes of merchandise, which could only
be carried into effect by consent of the Powers,
no objection was raised on condition that a por-
tion of the increased revenue from this source
should be devoted to financing public works in
Macedonia and other parts of the Empire In
which the Powers are interested.
This question of public works is an urgent
one throughout the Ottoman dominions* On
the one hand, the Young Turks, having come
into their inheritance, are not unreasonably
anxious to build their own bridges, dredge their
own rivers, and construct their own railroads.
On the other hand., they lack both the capital
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